furnaces,  and the  Thyssen-Steel   and   Rolling-mills,   whose
safe&r-dr.ums are well-known to every expert as high-quality

: Duisberg-Hamborn, the great port on the Lower Rhine, con-
tains no fewer than four factories belonging to the United
Steel Works. The most important is the August Thyssen
Foundry, |ix tJamborn with 10,000 workmen and employees, a
works which in the excellence of its technical fittings can bear
comparison with American concerns. With its blast-furnaces
and rolling-mills, the finest in Europe, it forms the western
focal point of the whole complex. Further there is the Ruhr-
ort-Meiderich Foundry, which also employs 9000 workmen and
employees. Both works, lying as they do in the harbor of
Duisburg Ruhr, the largest inland harbor in Europe, are most
favorably situated in the matter of transport. Two other Duis-
burg factories, the Nieder-Rheinische Foundry, and the Vulcan
foundry, with blast furnaces, steel and rolling mills push for-
ward to the very shores of the Rhine.
Let us travel on to Dusseldorf. This beautiful and modern
city on the Lower Rhine is the seat of the main administration
office of the largest German mining concern. All the threads
of the complicated mechanism of this mighty organisation run
together in the splendid tower-house, or German skyscraper,
in the Breite Strasse, in the midst of Dusseldorf 's traffic center.
Here is the administrative focal point of all the factories, small
and large, that go to make up the gigantic complex.
The smoke-stacks of the United Steel Works rise beyond the
boundaries of the actual Ruhr region. In Diisseldorf there are
various finishing works, pipe works, fittings works and in
Siegerland, in the neighborhood of Siegen and Niederschei-
den there are many small and medium workshops and mines
which belong to the Vereinigte Stahlwerke. The United
Steel Works also own foundries in the vicinity of Cologne, as
well as in the Teutoburg Forest, in Thuringia and so on, and
thanks to their wharf in Emden, their influence extends even
to the shores of the North Sea. To all these main branches of
the concern we must add the numerous supplementary
branches, such as harbors, private railroads in factory yards,
administration offices, homes for employees, charitable in-
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